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INCLEMENT WEATHER
Because we are a residential campus, CMU doesn’t close for inclement weather—as a general rule.
“The University maintains its teaching schedules in accordance with established schedules and operational
demands. To this end, suspending or canceling classes will be avoided except under the most extreme
circumstances. Because the essential functions of the University must be provided at all times, campus
operations will not be suspended in the event of severe weather and thus the University will not be closed. . . .
If classes are cancelled, the decision will be communicated through local television and radio stations shortly
after 6 a.m. and on the CMU website, www.centralmethodist.edu.” The full text of the inclement weather
policy can be found on our webpage.
Remind your students to use their best judgment when planning trips away from campus for the
weekend. Being “stuck at home” is not a good position in which to be. However, if that happens please
encourage students to email or call their professors (email is best) to explain their absence—and of course,
have coursework done upon their return.
GRADUATION “STUFF”
We just completed our first December graduation ceremony in recent history. Over 250 students
finished their careers at CMU (statewide) and have gone out into the world to make a difference through
ethical leadership, social responsibility and professional excellence. Look at them go. But we quickly turn our
attention to the May ceremony…
Each student who intends to graduate in May should have already completed the online application for
graduation. Ask your student about that…
Graduation announcement information will come, via email, from the bookstore to the CMU student.
You are welcome to call the bookstore after January 30 about the dates and cost if you like. Class rings and
other memorabilia are also available at the bookstore. They have an online store at the centralmethodist.edu
website.
We do NOT limit who can attend graduation – we welcome everyone to come celebrate the
achievements of your student. So, invite all the family to put May 13 on their calendar. Graduation is at 2pm
with Baccalaureate Service at 10:30am. We will likely stream it live to assist those for whom travel to Fayette
is difficult.
FAFSA INFORMATION FOR 2017-18
Don’t forget, FAFSA season Has already begun! ALL financial aid (federal, state and CMU-aid) is
determined by the FAFSA form. It must be filled out every year. Students are possibly eligible for more aid if
they file early. The system has changed and it is now based on your taxes from two years back (not just one).
So filling the FAFSA out does NOT require having your current taxes finished.
And if your student is a United Methodist, don’t forget about the Dollars for Scholars program and
other UM scholarships.
Contact our Financial Assistance office if you have questions or need help.
ONLINE VALIDATION PROCESS
Each semester, there are academic and financial processes that must be completed by each student.
This year, the process can be completed wholly online.
Each student should log onto MyCMU and click on the Validation link from the Student tab. Any help
with the Validation process can be found at helpdesk@centralmethodist.edu. However, if a question arises
about a particular link in the process, that office should be contacted directly (information is on the Validation

checklist form on MyCMU.) As your student completes each process, it may take a day or two for that box to
be checked, so please be patient.
IMPORTANT DATES
SPRING SEMESTER BEGINS – January 17 (Residence Halls open Jan. 16 at noon)
MLK, JR. DAY – January 16 (no classes)
SPRING BREAK – March 18-26 (residence halls will be closed)
Graduation – May 13 (Saturday) at 2pm (make hotel reservations early!)
CONTACT INFORMATION
Financial Aid office: 660-248-6245 or email finaid@centralmethodist.edu
Director of Housing, Brad Dixon: 660-248-6267 or email bdixon@centralmethodist.edu
Student Success Office, Joy Flanders: 660-248-6279 or email jdflande@centralmethodist.edu

