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WELCOME TO  

CENTRAL METHODIST UNIVERSITY !

Dear Student

Your decision to join the Central Methodist University family will have an impact on you always. Everyone here 

is important, and everyone makes a difference in our common life.  In this learning and living environment, 

there are many opportunities to participate, be involved, and exercise leadership.

The university years are a time for growth, exploration, and learning. In addition to the intellectual growth that 

you will experience through your classes and other academic pursuits, you will find many other avenues for 

your development on a social, physical, and spiritual level.  As a church-related institution that    emphasizes 

character development, Central Methodist University is built on solid values that will serve you well throughout 

your life.

By attending CMU you have chosen to be part of a caring, concerned community, and you play an important 

role in maintaining and improving that community for yourself as well as for every other person in it. This 

handbook offers guidelines for your full involvement as a responsible contributor to the spirit of this community. 

Faculty and staff members and our student leaders will be glad to assist you in understanding the history and 

traditions of Central Methodist University as you take your place among the many students and alumni who 

have gone before you. 

Weôre all very glad that youôre here, and we look forward to a wonderful year together.

Roger Drake President

Old School Values. New School Attitude.

 ñUnite the pair so long disjoined--knowledge and vital piety.ò These words from Charles Wesley provide the basis for 

(United) Methodismôs involvement in higher education. John Wesley, Charlesô older brother and the founder of 

Methodism, was the catalyst for uniting religious studies with the traditional liberal arts since John and Charles had 

grown up in an environment that stressed both religious and traditional educational formation. Thus, the Wesleyan 

heritage has from the beginning incorporated both the religious and the liberal arts aspects of education.

 When Jesus was questioned by a young lawyer as to what was the greatest commandment in the law, Jesus answered: 

ñLove the Lord with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mindò (Matthew 22:37).

 To love God with oneôs mind implies an intellectual love of God.  It has always been the nature of the church to express 

itself through this form of love and worship of God.  It is from this understanding that the Methodist Church launched 

its involvement in higher education on December 24, 1784, at the Christmas Conference in Baltimore, Maryland.  The 

newly formed Methodist Church passed a resolution authorizing the establishment of Cokesbury College in Abingdon, 



Maryland.  This event marked the beginning of a commitment to higher education by the church that has continued for 

more than 200 years.  Since that time the (United) Methodist Church has established more than 1,500 colleges and 

universities.  In those years some have closed, some have merged with other colleges, and some have become state-

supported institutions.  Today in America there are 124 colleges, universities, and schools related to the United 

Methodist Church.

 On April 13-14, 1853, Central Methodist University was founded by Nathan Scarritt and David Rice McAnally.  The 

University was chartered on March 15, 1855, and the first classes were held September 18, 1857, with one building, on 

one acre of ground, 114 students, and three faculty members.  In what was to become a prophetic statement, Scarritt 

said:  ñLet our motto be, One Methodist College in Missouri, and Only One . . .ò Over the years eight other Methodist 

colleges and one high school were established in Missouri.  Today the words of Scarritt have come to fruition, as there 

is only one United Methodist-related College in the State of Missouri, Central Methodist University.

 Throughout two centuries of church-related higher education, our ñWesleyan tradition has endeavored to avoid narrow 

sectarianism.ò (Quoted from A College-Related Church by the National Commission on United Methodist Higher 

Education).  That is, United Methodist institutions are committed to values-centered inquiry, critical thinking, and a 

liberal arts curriculum.  The United Methodist Church has stressed four major concepts that have been the basis for the 

church to continue its support and involvement in higher education.  Our Wesleyan heritage and traditions are defined 

by these four concepts:

Å Education should be available to all people regardless of social standing, ethnic identity, or gender.  

Å Education should appropriately relate faith and reason.

Å Liberal and classical learning is critical, along with professional and vocational training.  Neither is subservient to 

the other.

Å Education should aim at high standards of student achievement based on deep concern for what is best for the person 

(from To Give the Key of Knowledge by the National Commission on United Methodist Higher Education).

 Today new issues and challenges face all levels of education.  The more than 200-year tradition of the United Methodist 

Church and what it believes vital in education continue to inform the current policy of church-related higher education.  

The United Methodist Church is involved in higher education because it is the nature of the church to express itself in 

the intellectual love of God.  The Wesleyan heritage has supported the ideal of uniting knowledge and vital piety within 

a diverse community from the very beginning.  This nature and this ideal are clearly reflected in the statements of 

values, mission, and educational goals of Central Methodist University. 

 





 

 



  

  



 

 


